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SALTON SEA - AVIAN CHOLERA OUTBREAK 

During the latter: half of January over 
300 b irqs died ' i n ~ an outbreak of av ian' cho 1-
era near, the Salibn Se'<:}, in southern Cal ifor":' 
nia. A~26i-&iri'gto Alan' Titche, consuftant 
for th~Sta{e Department of Fish and Game, 
the loss of this number of birds was a 
cause for concern, hl-lt was not considered 
a major outbreak. Upon notification state 
and federal personnel were in the area and 
control measures were in$tituted immediately. 

Mr, Titche's control measures for <:}vian 
cholera in the wi Id are as follows: (1) 
Dead birds must be pick¢dup and destroyed 
immediately. Early and intensive surveil­
lance on the ground iscruci<:}l, as the car-
cass is a veritable facto in which the 
viable organism of the 
rnul toci da con ti n uest O. 
m\Js tbe made whether 
poptll at iOh 
keep th~m·in 
spread of the 
ever, . a Tac;tor 
the location of 

Trainer, Infectious andParasi,tic Diseases 
of Wi Id Birds, University df Iowa Press. 

Since it was identified inCa1.ifornia 
dud ng 1944, there have been outbreaks a­
mong winterih~ waterfowl every year from' 
the Oregon border to the Sacramento and 
San Joquin Delta. Winter of 1965-6'6 saw 
the loss of 70,00'0 birds, the largest die­
off ever recorded. Since avian cholera out­
breaksi n Cal i forn i a have hi stor ica IIi been 
confined mainly, although not exclUsively, 
to the northern part of the state., t.h is ' 
winter's outbreak atthe'Saltcin Sea was 
termed "unusual". . 

There isan interesting sieJa note to this 
years Salton Sea outbreak. Whi IE? the' ground 
teamw<:}s 'Qathering.carC;asses f()r de?truc­
tlbn,l,OOO eared greb~s,notknow.n to be 
i:)ff~cted by c;hOlera, were al sogisc()\lered. 
They had be~neJeac! for?RHTo~im~tely two 
weeks. 'At th is ti.me thecalJ~e of death 

, unknown. 



" 
THE CARE AND FEEDING OF ORPHANED BLACKTAIL' FAWNS 

When. a fawn is recovered it is important 
.to move the animal ·to a quiet place, evalu­
ate its condition, and then get it to who­
ever wi I I.'be raising itas soon as;pos­
sible. Fawnsse~m to respond ,best to the 
tones. in a·womcif1ts vo ice,' so it w9u fd b~ 
helpful j'f a"woman assisted in the physf­
~al examination. During this period the 
fawn should not be left alone. In the 
stran.ge surroundings it could panic and 
i nj ure i tse If. 

Fawns freshly recovered from the wi ld 
should be dusted with flea powder to rid 
them of external parasites. We recommend 
the use of Para-dust TM. The fawn should 
be visually checked for ticks and the ticks 
phys i oally removed wi th forceps. 

"1t .is extremely important to obtain all 
ava i I abl e j n forma t i on about the fawn from 
thepeop 1 e who recovered i t. Where it \\Ia.s 
found and under what ~ond i t ions (i n case an 
attemp t shoul d be made to reun i te it with 
the doe); how long have they had the favJn 
prior to bringing it to you; has it been 
fed, .i'!nd wi th V/hat? . 

If the fawn has been fed straight cow's 
milk, watCh the animal for bloating and 
consfi pat jon. Except in the., case of. new­
born fawns, we recommend feeding the.ani­
m~1 ona special Rehydrating Solution (see 
FORMULAS) for the f i rs.t24 hOll rs. Th is 
clears out the fawn's digestive system of 
any pr~vi ous formul as--e i ther man-m;;lde or 
IHltural. \fe f!ndthi s makes it easierf?r 
'fawn to'aCFeP t OU r own art i fisi a1 for-



water. Fawns should be fed 8% to 10% of 
·the body weight daily, divided into 4 or 5 
feedings. Feed every 4 hours. 

LINDSAY MUSEUM FAWN FORMULA. I f FOREMOST 

FAWN FORMULA (the formula of choice) is un­
available, this formula should be. fed to 
the fawn. It closelyapproximijtes normal 
doe's milk and is easily made up from the 
store shelf. This formula makes approxi­
mately enough for one fawn over a 24 hour 
peri od. 

1 quart homogenized milk 
tpint of whipping cream (heavy whipping 
cream) 
t cup calf manna (a pelleted calf food, 
beige in color, obtainable from feed 
stores.) . 
Add the whipping cream to the milk and 

heat just to the boiling point, but not 
boiling. Add the calf manna to this mix­
ture and blend 5 minutes in a blender. 
This formula should be cooled to body tem­
perature before feeding. Fawns should be 

. fed 8% to 10% of their body weight daily, 
,divided into 4 or 5 feedings. Feed every 
4 hours. 

REHYDRATING SOLUTION 
1 quart water 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1 teaspoon sal t. 

FEEDING .... 
Young fawns C!r~ fairly easy to. feed. We 

use a pop bottle and a goat nipple (obtain­
ab I e from most fe~d stores.) I f the re is a 
problem getting the young animal to accept 
the bottle, . try cupping your hand around 
itsmoyth •. ~his hides the bottle and helps 
keepth~]ripple frqf1l sliding out .. the side 
of tbelJlouth.\iithdi ffi cult faVins that 
keepspitti I1th~c~n'ipple out, try ioser". 
tiflgt:he ni . e 'fr()fT! the sJdeof the mouth. 
They',.y/i,Jl .in the get a . 
rrouthfl.o 

fawn more than 2 ounces every four hours 
for the first two days, to give their sys­
tem time to acclimate to the new formula. 
If the fawn cries or seems to be very hun­
gry during these first several days, you 
can feed them water from the bottle, but 
do not change the cllT)()Unt of formul a OR . 
the feeding time. 

Fawns should be stimulated to defecate 
and urinate after each feeding. You can 
stimulate them to urinate by gentlyrubblng 
them wiih tissue or a damp cloth. Stimu~ 
late to defecate by lifti~g the tail and 
gently rubbinq. 

The fawns should be weighed daily and ac­
curate records should be kept (see sample 
RECORD SHEET). A Borg low-profile design 
baby scale work,S fin€! for weighing fawns. 
HOUSING 

If fawns go home to be raised (your home, 
not their's),it's a good ~dea to keep . 
them in the house for the firs t seve'ra I 
days. A nylon mesh playpen with d heavy 
bedspread of the top and three sides makes 
a safe container. Several fawns can.be 
kept together in this manner. At night, 
cover the playpen completely. 

Take the firstJfew hours to gain the 
fawn's trust. With the yeryyoung, it, is 
only a matter of minutes before theYClre 
following y()U around and crYing.whenyou· 
are out of sight. This Is one of the main 
reasons why it is so importanithat at 
least two fawns areraisedtogethyr. The 
longer a fawn is kept by itself wJth only 
peopY~ to re late t(j, .the aterthe' 
of permanently impri anif1lq]. 
making it UflSUit,cl91e, ,. 
fOljndthat if only'()[!e 
to feed an dworkW'i th 
leas t . two 0 r .. ~ re fa,Y/n~ 

,they tend tostaywLld 
and wi II be sui tqble .t 

.wll . 01 deJ:l()ll 



alarmed if the first thing the fawn does 
when you put it outside is to eat dirt. 
This is natural and a way for them to ob­
tain minerals from the soit. 
OUTSIDE ENCLOSURES 

The best outside enclosure is a solid. 
wood fence, at least six feet high. If 
fawns can see over or through a fence they 
wi 11 eventual lytry to go through or over 
it. Even when playing and running, a solid 
structure. tends to turn them. They wi 11 
frequently smash into wire and chain-link 
fences. . 

If you have plants that you don't. want 
eaten, it's a good idea to put wire fencing 
around th~m. But put it around each plant 
separately. Donlt try to fence off several 
plants into an enclosure. The fawns will 
just attempt to jump in. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM AREAS 

Donlt k~ep fawns on rocks or cement. It' 
wears down their hooves and can be a cause 
of lameness. Swimming pools can also be a 
problem. Deer can swim when they have to, 
but there i~"danger of them not finding 
steps to get out of the pool, and they'll 
wear down their hooves against the cement 
when trying to climb out. 

Another, less obvious danger with a pool 
that we tend to overlook: if you have a 
pool you usually have people coming over to 
swim. Remember, each new person who is a 1-
lowed to associate with the fawn risks im-
printing the anima~ to people. A tame deer 
cannot be Yeleased. 

If you have a dpg It should be kept away 
from the fawn. The fawnshouldlloteven be 
able to see the dpQ.. Inthe. wi 1 d, dpgs 
chase deer andCldeei tHat doesnpt.instant~ 
Iy run uppn sIghting. a·. dO$i s in trouble .• 

lfyou have a sw"ing i ng screen door with 
guards along the lower half, make sure the 
fawn can't catch a legi n or )behi nd the 
guard .. ' 

It is advisable to keep drapes closed be­
hind glass doors that front into the yard 
where the fawn is kept, e~pecially if it 
is a door that you exit when coming out to 

.feed. Fawns have been known to crash 
right through wIndOWs.they Can see tHrough. 
POTENTIAL PHYSICAL. PROBLEMS 

Diarrhea: rfdiarrheapersists for two 
days, use Neo-Pectisul TM. Do not use 
Kaopectate TM. This has been shown to ac­
tuallystimulate diarrhea in some animals. 
Use 6ccthree times daily. 

Gas or bloating: m~ssage stomach with 
fawn propped up on its chest in a recumbent 
position to aid in expelling gas. 

Watch forfoxtai 1 problems in eyes,ears, 
nose and mouth. Try to clear your enclo­
sure of foxtai Is before allowing fawns to 
.run there. 

Fawns should be powdered wi th fl.ea powder 
once a week as long as there is any sign of 
fleas or other paras I tes. 
RELEASE 

We release our fawns at approximately 
five to six months of age. 

No matter how wi Jd you raise your animal, 
be sllre and release it as far as possible 
from where l.t Can en<:punter people. No 
matter how good .a job you dpat avoiding 
imprinting, there is always .a little. If 
the fawns are released in an area where they 
c~n ~"oi d peppl e'for fpuro,r five weeks, 
theyWTll be guaranteed wi 1.d'i3tthatfi rst 

and .res POlldas they·S~9111p by 



COMMUNICATING WITH LAWMAKERS 
HOW YOU SAY IT) MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE 

Legislators will tell you that not all 
constituent contacts carry equal·weight. 
The m,anner of commun i cat ion is usua lly as 
impottarit as what is said. Her~i listed 
ih.order 6f their effectiveness, are the 
various ways of communicating with elected 
representat i ves. 

PERSONAL CONVERSATION. For persuasion, 
nothing beC!ts a "one-on-one" with plenty 
of ~ye contact. Arrange the meetlng to suit 
the lawmaker's schedule and be sincere, 
courteoUs, direct, and brief. Leave your 
repr~sentative with something in writing 
that concisely summarizes your position. 

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION. Almost as good 
as a personal conversation, provided you 
don't tall the individual in the middle 
of the night or at meal times. Don't be 
afraid to call at home, though; our repre-
sentatives are used to it. As with a per­
sonal visit, be courteous and keep it con­
cise. 

BRIEF,WELL-WRITTEN PERSONAL LETTER. 
WhilelC!wmakers get lots of mai I, it's 
amazing how little of it makes much sense. 
A cle~r, logical stC!tement of position and 
a request for support-~preferably hand­
wriften"",-:-islitera lly worth 10,000 s i g­
~attir~s on a petition .. A bOnch of such 
letters won't hurt any thing, $0 long as 
eai:;:b,o'ne is different from the others. 

PETIT,JON. The long-time fC!Yorite of many 
n .,I<:ti ongrQups ,petitjb l1 5 pr()bab I y 

,but they SU re ,d()n I tllel p ml.lch, 
On~state senator .. r¢cel1t:lys~ id, 

, ..... cQuld get athousarld si gn<:ttures 
ti(mtodoanything.I" He cOlJld, 
'safactwell known i.l1politicC!1 
'th~tmost people neyerread what 

with sehding a canned <:tnswer. If this is 
the best you can do, don't; even boiher 

DEll BERATE HARASSMENT. Ty i ng IJP leg s I a­
tor's telephones, camping in their off ces, 
or parading in front of their homes is 
childish and bush. Not <;>nly do sUc:h tac­
tics turn off the possihi I ity of present 
cooperc3tlon, they poison the well against 
future use. 

Reference: Jens~n, R., "How to Talk Wi lder­
ness to'Lawmakers,IJ'Backpacker Magazine, 
#29, p.46. 



REA D E R' S P AG E - .................... --.... ~ ..... - ............................... - ...... ---.... - ..... 

Just a note of thanks for your gr~qt "Pos­
sum Paper". W~ are currently treatihg three 
'possums, and they are ben~fit Lng from Q,ur 
knowledge"gqinedthrough your booklet. 

We're -looking forward to a sirnilar pamphlet 
on raccoons. Thanks again! 

Andr~a Hoover 
Education Oepartment 
Monterey County SPCA 

* It has recently been determined thqt the 
coasted population of Snowy Plovers is on 
the decline. As a result-a two year study 
has been launched to determine the extent 
of decline ahd also the extent of inter­
breeding with Snowy Plovers born in the 
inter iotregionsof California., 

Thfee hUh,'dre.d and fiftycoClsta 1 Snowy 
Plovers havebe~nbC)nded with one or two 
bands., E,l.chbandhCls one or two '. co 1 ors. 
I f 'yOu should s:eeone of th~sebandedl:> i rds, 
please hote the colors of thebahd(s) ·and 
the birds behi3vLor, coJorati6n~ and Foc::a-
tion~ .,'. ". '. , 

Rep~rt your findingsto:GaryP~ge?Polnt 
Reyes 13 irdpbservatory,4990 Stat~Rt<l •• 
Stinson B~ach, CA 94970~nd TheUS; .l3ltd 
Banding Labo.rat:ory, .LaPre), MD20.8J O. 

J am study i ng fo r my mas ters degree on 
"A Compa rat iveStudy 0 f Rapto r Oeve 1 opmen t •.. 

I am.very iht.erested in any unpublished 
data that youmqYhqve onarlY asp~cts of 
rqptor.deyelop~ntincludingdata on cor­
virtes arid herOhs. 

I am particulqrly interested in: egg 
weights (state fresh or incubqted), unpub-
I i shed incubation pe ri ods, hatch i ng we ights , 
agewh~n down andplurnage stages appear, 
fledgihgage and weight, age when h~rdpen­
ned, 'growth curves and any other reJevant· 
data. 

Any unpubl i shed data of yours that I use 
VI i Ilbe fully \3cknow I edged. 

I would be grateful if you could suggest 
any other people ~ho l1)ay h~\le data that may 
be ofioterest to me. ' 

Carl JOrleS 

Dept. of Zoology 
Singleton Park, 
SWi3nsea SA2 8pp, 
Wales, U.K. 

Approximately 300131 ack-crowned Night 
Herons 'andShowYCEgretsand '59 Great Blue 
Heronshavep~eh,<;:olor-banded. ini3neff~rt 
toi nstlretheir val in thesputh$an 
Fran(:isc,oBay; Ii.elp; sil rgent Jyneeded. 
If hi tds would yo~ 



Bi I I Author 

AB 91 I mbrecht 

AB 214 Roos 

AB 358 Waters 

AB 406 Kapi I off 

AB 475 Fenton 

SCR 8 Roberti 

SB 443 Vuich 

S8 473 Robert 

SB 499 Robbi ns 

CAL' FORN' A LEG' SLAT' VI.: ~ UPDATE 

1979-80 SESSION 

Gives free hunting I icense~ to low income 
senior citizens and to residents over 62. 

Prohibits loose animals in backs of 
trucks. 

Grants power to the Fish and Game Com­
mission to set wildlife regulations in­
definitely. 

Phases out plasti~ ring 6~pack holders. 

Prohibits importation, transportation, 
or release of any elk i ntoCa 1 i forni a. 

!!Animal Bi I I of Rights!! resolution 

Set standards to protect b€!es from 
pesticides. 

Prohibits importatipn of elk 

Mandates all ~sts a~d 
mal 
the 

Committee 

Water, Parks, and 
Wi Idl ife 

Transportation 

Water, Parks, and 
Wildlife 

Ways and Means 

Water, Parks, and 
Wi I dl ife 

Senate. floor 

Not assigned. 

Not assigned . 

Not assigned. 



FROM WRC 

California members of the Wildlife Rehab­
ilitation Council in October 1978 became a­
ware of an item on the California Fish and 
Game Commission's (the states policy making 
agency for Fish and Game Department) agenda 
asking for approval of "A Plan for Cal ifor­
n i a Raptors", by Robert D. Ma 11 ette and 
Ronald W. Schlorff, of the Department's 
Nongame Wildlife Management Branch. 

The basic objectives of the Plan are: 
1. Maintain and, in some cases, enhance 
raptor populations and their habitats in the 
state. 
2. Improve knowledge of the biology and 
ecology of raptors. 
3. Increase public awareness and appreci q-
tion of raptors through educational programs. 
4. Provide for diversified use where it can 
be demonstrated that such use does not 
threaten any raptor. 

It further stated in their abstract that 
"Assistance and constructive criticism of 
programs will be weI comed from amCl~elJr or'" 
n i tho 1 09 I s ts,. lmi vers i ti es,Jndepend~f1J.Fe­
searchers ,fal coners~ anqothf;lrl<nqw1J;;qge­
ab 1 e peaP I eandorgClni zat ions."1 t 
wonder :then thatqlmos t pf 
had read 0 rheClrd of 
though 

lof 

RAPTOR M A ~ 

able number and impact in any raptor study. 
And yet interestingly, rehab.ilitation mer­
i ted on I y two sentellce$ .in the 58 page re­
~ort. Obviously WRC, who$e mqin function 
is to inform qnd educate,had some work to 
do. 

The Wildlife RehabJlitatton Council de­
cided to take the initiative to bridge the 
communication gap and wrote to the Califor­
nia Fish and Game Commission asking them to 
be cogni2ant of the importance of rehabili­
tation in any raptor management plan and 
offered the "services and special expertise" 
tif wildlife rehabers to any furtherance of 
its plan. 

In addition \OJRC invited Ronald Schlorff 
to the January 1979. WRC meeting as guest 
,speaker to review his plan, as it WaS felt 
that beYond our letter di rect communication 
was needed. After his presentation and 
many well presented comments from the mem­
bership, M~. Schlorff agreed he would con­
sider inclusion of an expanded recognition 
of raptor rehabilitation programs, as well 
as comments on the 'rest of the p I an. Wi th i ( 
a week after this meeting, Mr. Schlorff . 
Called WRCwith many ideas and questions .on 
how the Fish qndGameDepa t and the 
Wil dli fe Rehabil i tat ion Co I cou 1d work 
together i.na cooperative mutually ben-
eficial mcmner. Cal .. members have 
s.ince subini t . from the 
combined 



GEM E N T P LAN 
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2. Take the initiative 4n bridging the com­
munications gap. Don.1 t hes i tate to go to 
public agency meetings or invite officials 
to yours. 
3. Be wiJling to promote and offer your 
special services ~nd expertise. Contact de­
partment heads at state level and offer to 
serve' as a wildlife rehabilitation consul­
tant as a representative of your local or­
ganization. Do the same for any local ani­
mal, natural science, humane society, etc. 
organ i zat ion. 

Copies of the California Wildlife Rehab­
ilitation Council report to the California 
Department of Fish and Game will be avail­
able soon. Nonmembers may purchase a copy 
from WRC for SO¢ 

Caro I Ham i I ton 
Corresponding Secretary 
Wildl~fe Rehabil itation Council 

FROM SACRAMENTO 

On January 1Q,1979, I presented a review 
of the Department 1 s Raptor Management Plan 
to members of the WRC, at Alexander Lind~ey 
Junior Museum, Walnut Creek. WRC members 
provided information at the meeting and 
I ater through correspondence wh ich subse­
qu~nt:ly ""CIS incorporated into the fil")al 
draft of the Plan. 
Ahe.ntir~sectron 

dea'ls:withthe subJ 
The Rapt or 

Plan cons.i sts 
i3nd 

tance of certain rehabilitation centers 
in the implementation of various· raptor 
research, edQci3tion, and management programs 
contained in the Raptor Management Plan. 

The programs suggested to accompl ish the 
objectives include the following: 
1. Continuance of necessary Departmental 
permits allowing private institutions and 
individuals to care for sick and injured 
wi ldlife. 
2. Accreditation of rehabilitation centers. 
3. Programs for treatment of endangered 
raptors. 
4. Develop a master list of rehabilitation 
centers for wide distribution. 
5. Cooperative raptor research, education,· 
and management endeavors. 
6. Representation of rehabilitators on a 
raptor research and management committee. I 

7. Periodic evaluation of the entire pro­
gram. 

Because of the very large population sizes 
of certain raptors and large annual turnover 
rate (teris of thousands per year), Fi.sh and 
Game WildlifeBJologists, such as myself, 
still feel that un.lessrehabi litators are 
dealing wit~ endangered species, the pri­
mary beneficial impact of this \\fork on wild 
raptors is through educat i on programs wh i ch 
promote wilqlife awareness gnqapprecigtlon. 

Ro.l") •. S¢h1prff .. 
Wi Jgli .. f~ .. 81 910.9;19 t 
Oal<ifotnJa Qepart!TIE:!nt 



Adbbe Veterinary Hospital 
396 1st Street 
Los Altos, CA 94022 

Alexander Lindsay Junior Museum 
1<101 Fi rst Avenue 
W~lnut Creek, CA94596 

.ArkansasRaptor 
3312 Mabelvale Pike 
Li tt 1 e Rock, Arkansas 72209 

Audubqn Wildlife Rehabilitation 
5151 North West Cornell Road 
Port1and~ Oregon 972]0 

Birmingham Humane Society 
24 West 17th Street 
Birmingham, Alabama 35208 

Cal ifornia Marine Mammal Ce.nter 
Marin ~ead1ands Ranger Station 
B1d. #1050 
Ft. Cronkite, CA 94565 

Humane Society of Marin 
171 Bel Marin KE;YS Blvd. 
Novato, CA 94947 

International Bird Rescue 
Research Center 

Aquatic Park 
Bay Sheet 
Be rke1ey, CA 9471 0 

Fred V. LaRue 

ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORY 

New Jersey Raptor Assoc i at ion 
Ann Ga1li,Sec. 
611 MeYE; r s v i neRo a d 
G i 11 ette, NJ 07933 

Peninsula Humane Society 
12 Airpprt Or ive 
San Mateo, CA 94401 

Project .Wi 1d1 i fe 
764 BIen Oaks Or. 
Alpine, CA 92001 

ProJect Wi 1 q 1 j fe of I nyo'-Mono 
P • () • Box 124 
June· Lake~CA93529 

San Joaquin Raptor Rescue Center 
P.O. Box 778 
Merceq.,C.A 95340 

Solano County S.P.C.A. 
P.O. Box 356 
Vacavl~le~CA 95688 

~riiv~rsjJX ~f 
ECVM 4Ap::r ary 
lHOW.GVMPO.A1679 
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NEW PRODUCTS 

.. ~ .. . . .... .' . 
.' . . '. 

~.. .. .... 

Here is a safe, effective, reusable, 
chemical-free fly trap--perfect for use at 
your wi Jdli fe .center. The Marin Wild1 ife 
Center has been using them withexcell~nt 
success for over a Year. 
w~c has contacted the manufacturer , . and 

he is wiJlingto give I,JS .a discount~proppr~ 
tiona1 to the numbE7rw~ pqrchase. Including 
maiJing,the.cqstperflytf"c'lpwiJ 1 bepe- .' 
tWeel1$J.OQ a~d$t.5Q.Thesugg~steq re .... 

. tpilpnic~ H$L8.9 . ' .... ' •..• ..... . ...•... " ... ', 
' .. I fypu. are. i nt@restepin ppr~h~sJng s.q~ci!· 
Jrqps./pl.e.C!se plilce yqyrorderwith WRCpy 
'JjprJ12~, .197~h. ye \.'J 1t.l>I?.i11 yoyon~e;t,h~' 

hasbeendetermih~~.'·· .. " . " 

THERMOMETERS 

A thermometer whi chwi J1 a.ccurate 1 y re­
cord a teinperqture in 30 seconds between 
0-50° C can be. purchas¢d from Schultheis 
and Son, I nc~ at a cost of $1 0.50 each 
(wi th case--$13. 25 each), These thermo­
meters are ideal for use with animals. 

Orders can be sent 'to Schultheis and Son, 
Inc., Crossover Road, Arkville, New York 
12406. . 

FAWN FORMULA 

Formost h<;ls developed. a fawn formula, 
High Energy Milk R(:plaCer, which has proven 
to be very effective in the reari ngof . 
black-tailed deer and gqzel1e. It has been 
used with great success by the Alexander 
Lindsay Jr~Museumand the Marin Wildlife 
Center. 

The composition is based on ,the chemical 
analy~is of doe's milk and contains 29% 
protein, 30.5% fat (high energy), 37% car­
bohydrates, 3-4% inoistl,Jre, arid less than 1% 
vitqmin mix~ I.t comes in a dry powder mak­
ingit easy to mix onlY the .amo,unt needed. 
The forml,Jlagoesi ntpso li,J1;: i on easy with 
warm~tqpwat~r~ndwill nbt settle. The 
shelf 1 ifeofthe powderis6months tOq 

forinu 1 q'annuall),,; the 
the orMrs rece'ivedbe­

Amjnilll~m>prcler 
'c h -.issQf fi'" 
·ploje·~i~~. 
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Vol. 73, No. 12, Dec. 1978. 

lIThe Fa 11 acy of Assuming Death by Preda­
tion ," Hunter, R., D. V. M., Veteri nijry Medi,... 
cine/Sma11 Anima] Clinician, Vol. 74, No.· 1, 
Jan. 1979. 

"A SalfTl()nella Outbreak inWild Songbirds," 
Fichtel, C., North Aniedcan Bi rd Bander, 
Vol. 3, No.4, Oct.-[)ec. 1978. 

IIRaisingAltricial Birds," Suthers, H., 
North American Bird Bander, Vol. 3, No.4, 
Oct.~Dec. 1978. . . 

"Food of Nestling Purple Martins," Walsh, 
H., Wilson f3ulletin, Vol. 90, No.2, J.une 
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IIRijptor Injury-induced and Post-feeding' 
Hypoglycemia: A rare Phenomenon in the 
Arneri can Kestrel , J!'al$o sparv~rius, II· HI nick, 
M., Comparative IHQchemistryahd Physio]p 
Vol. l-ACofl1parativePhysiplog\y' ,No. 
1978. 

"Structure and Fun.ct ion of the Vocal i za­
tions of Tree Squirrels, T(iJ.iniasciurus," 
Smith, C, Journal of l'1ammij logy, Vo 1. 59, 
No.4, Nov. 1918: 

"Effects of No.' 2 Fuel Oil on Hatchabi 1 ity 
of Mijrine ijnd Estuarine Bird Eggs," White, 
D., et aI, Bulletin of!:nvironmental Contam'­
inatipnanQ Toxicology, Vol.· 21 ,No. -k,Jan. 
1979. 

liThe Interaction Between Some Humijn Ob­
stacles and Bi rQS," \4illard, D. and Wi Hard, 
B., Environmental. Management, Vol. 2, No.4, 
July 1978. 

A Field Guide to the Nests, Eggs, and 
Nes t 1 ingsof No fth . AmericanS ir.os, Hard son, 
C., . Co l1i ns, 1978.' 
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CHRISTMAS 
COUNTS 

Frank M. Chapman Jr. was appalled and fur-' 
ious about the gross slaughter of wildlife 
at the turn of the century. As a resu 1 t, 
in the 1900 edi t ion of BIRD WRE he wrote, 
lilt is' not many years ago that sportsmen 
were accustOlTled to meet on Christmas day 
Ichoose sides l and then--on to the field 
and woods on the cheerful mission of kil­
ling practltally everything in fur or feath­
ers that crossed the i r path--. II He wrote 
of the now imfamous liS i de hunts /1 and in the 
same article went on to suggest "spending a 
portion of Christmas Day with the birds," 
and sending a report of the "hunt" to BIRD 
WRE before retiring that night. 

He proposed this count, which consisted of 
species, location, time, weather, etc. as an 
alternative to the grotesque side hunts. On 
that day the first Christmas birds count was 
born. And, Frank Chapman Jr~, I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for ending that 
1enseless ~~aughter~ 

Every Chri stmas since, bird lovers have 
flocked to woods and pa'rkland, meadows and 
marshes,ridgetops and canyon bottoms to 
participate in the National Audubon Society 
Christmas Bird Count. The object: to iden­
t i fy and tel J ly as many vari et i ~s as poss i b Ie 
i na given~ClY. 

The ~rp~rclr~les. haven I t changed much 
since.chap~~IJlsJi rst b i r.dcount, or. the 
fi rst\olhii~~~p~~f! count in it iat~a by Te~dy 
Roos~\l~ 1tir'991 ,but numb~rs have---num"" 
bers of~sp.ef:i.~s· ~an9. pa rt i c i pan tS! .. ln1 ~O() , 
27pe()ple(:()y~t~dbirds in ~5 localities. 
Pacific .GtcN~,Cal iforni a was tops~i th36' 

';igi~~~i~!,~~~·c 
"w~~llJi!~~:~f~~f~~~~~i~~1r~ 

(CA), San Diego (CA) , Southern Marin Co. 
(CA) , Freeport (TX), and Cocoa Beach (Fl). 
In Marin County, California 200 species is 
considered a high count, while the Canal 
Zone reports 344. 

The·Christmas c9untsprovide ~n early 
warning system and spot checks of bird pop­
ulations across the country. It was th~ 
Christmas counts that first detected the de­
cl ine of .the Brown Pel ican population du.e 
to pesticide ingestion. The FAA and Air 
Force use the counts to monitor'airport de­
vEdopment. A sight may look perfect for an 
airport in the summer, but not when a win­
tering population of blackbirds arrives. 
The counts also provide an inde* of change. 
Through thecourrts it was found 1·that mock­
lngbirds and carolina wrens, on be fairly 
rare during southern New Englantl winters, 
are now plentiful. The question arises, are 
southern New Eng1 and wi ntersgett fng warmer? 

If you are interested In participating in 
a Christmas count contact your local Audubon 
Chapter, usually ih November, and youlll .be 
as signed to a group. You don I t have to be 
an experienced birder to participate. I 
enjoy birding with lIexPerts;11 .never ceasing 
to be amazed at hQl.o(qu i ckly and haw much I 
learn this way, continuously in awe of their 
extraordinary skill in making sure identifi­
cation from the briefest gl imPse or snippet 
of song. 

For myself, 
PC3nts, the Chr 
portant 
early 
buth~s 
volvjng 
i swhy" 
and Greeriwi 
more peOple 
of the day 'is 



STILLEO FOREVER 

On April 1, 1979, two to seven miles of 
the Stanislaus River canyon, behihd the 
Army Corps of Engineers!. new Melones Dam, 
will begin to flood forever, taking with it 
all its l~fe and history. The waters will 
reach or possibly go beyond Parrotts Ferry 
Bridge by mig .June. A few months later the 
ArmyCorps:.will begin again ,to fill up the 
remainder of the 21 miles of canyon behind 
the dam. 

Friends of the River is now_organi~ing 
the IIStanislaus River Canyon Witness and 
Encampment. II The camp wi 11 be situated at 
the ri ve r I s edge and wi 11 move up stream as 
the river is stilled by the'rising reser­
voir. The goal of Friends of the River is 
to prevent further flooding beyond Parrotts 
Fer ry th rough the use of pub 1 i ci ty and pub-
1 ic pressure. 

There is now a wi I dl i fe rescue program 
being formed that will be working to rescue 
animals trapped on islands and in trees, 
etc. as a result of the rapidly rising water 
level. This program is in great need of 
experienced wildlife handlers and equipment. 

A meeting will be held on April 3, at 7p.m. 
at the Marin Wildlife Center, 76 Albert Park 
Lane, Sfln Rafael, CA (454-6961). to explain 
the problem~ of the river .. Included will 
be a slide show, a presentation by Friends 
of the River, as .we 11 qsa more detailed 
exp'lqnation of the wildlife program, If 
y91.1 or someone you know is interested, 
ph~asecome. For. further inform~tipn ca 11 
S\,JSan .Brooks .415-388,,"69Q8 (even in9,s)' 
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THE FOllOWING IS AUST OF THE INFO RMAT I ONAl LITERATURE AVA I lABLE FROM WRC: 

Copies may be ordered at a cost of 50<: for 1-5 papers, 75<: for 6-10 papers, and 
$1.00 for more than 10 papers. 

IICare and Feeding of Orphaned Birds ll "Care & feeding of Jack Riilbbits" 
"Raptor CClre& Rehab\.litation"(Unbound) $1.50·"CIHf Swallows" 
"Emergency Care of B j rds & Squirrel s" . "Substi tute Diet forOrphanedBLrds" 
"Vector Born Disease Potential in California "5ubstitues Diet for OrphClnedMammalsll 

Mammals" "Care & Feeding of Orphaned or Aban-
"Care of 5 i ck and I nj ured Birds" doned Tree Squ i rrels." 
"Gardening to Discourage Deer Damage ll "Water Turtle Care Sheet" 
"Care' and Feeding of Bushtit Babies""'Care & Feeding of Baby Doves & Pigeons '($1.50) 
IIGreat Horned Owl Case Study", "Avian Drugs & Dosages" by Dr. Galvin. ($3.5Q) 
ttNecropsy Precautions &. Procedurest"tThe Oppossum Species Paper" ($2'.'00) 
"WRC Wildlife Care Problem & Solution 'flOur Hummingbirds" ($1..30) 

Paper #1" "Initial Care of Injured or Oiled Water Birds,I' 
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WILDLIFE REHABILITATION COUNCIL APPLICATION"(please print): 

Phone (with area ~odel 
~~--------------

Hm: \ 
Name: ______ ------------~----~--__ ~Occupation: 

Wk: -
Address: 

~~~----~~----~~---
City -----=~----~--State Zip 

-----~-------' ----"----"-,-~. --...,..-,--..,...-~~ 

Organization: Your Poi it ion 
~--~-------------~--~-~--------~ -~--------------~~-----

Membership: Ass6ciate ($7.50) 
. -

Profess i ona 1 ($15) ___ Organ i zati on ($25)_" ___ Renewa 1 . .,----o,'-~_ 

I have ordered informational literature (see reverse side) Yes No 

Hail to: Wildlife Rehabilitation Council, P.o. Box 3007,-fvalnut Creek, CA 94598 


