SOUTH ASIAN VULTURE DECLINES – YOU MAY BE ABLE TO HELP - AGAIN
URGENT REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE SAFETY OF NON-STEROIDAL ANTI-INFLAMMATORY DRUGS (NSAIDs) AND OTHER ANTI-INFLAMMATORY DRUGS WHEN USED ON CAPTIVE OR INJURED WILD RAPTORS OF ALL SPECIES
You probably remember from about ten years ago that three species of vultures endemic to South Asia were in grave danger of global extinction. Populations of Gyps bengalensis, G. indicus and G. tenuirostris declined by more than 97% in India and Pakistan. Due to these declines, all three species are listed by IUCN - The World Conservation Union in 2000 as Critically Endangered, which is the highest category of endangerment. In fact globally, vultures are now the most highly threatened group of birds.

The declines in South Asia are slowing now, but not enough.  
Published research indicates that diclofenac (a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug) is the major cause of the observed rapid population declines there.  Exposure to diclofenac occurs through its use to treat symptoms of lameness and disease in domestic livestock. Experiments have shown that captive vultures of several species are highly susceptible to diclofenac and some other NSAIDs and are killed by kidney failure within a short time of feeding on the carcass of an animal treated with the normal veterinary dose.
In 2004, veterinarians and keepers of captive vultures in zoos and collections made a huge contribution to vulture conservation by responding to a similar questionnaire to the one below. The answers showed that one NSAID meloxicam had been given to many vultures (and other species) without causing death or kidney damage.  Following up on this important clue, tests of the safety of meloxicam, first to African and later to Asian Gyps vultures showed that it was safe at the range of doses vultures are likely to encounter in the wild.
Veterinary use of diclofenac was banned in India, Pakistan and Nepal in 2006 and in Bangladesh in 2010. Monitoring shows that the level of contamination of cattle carcasses with diclofenac has declined markedly since then, but not to zero.  Over the same period, the presence of the safe drug meloxicam in cow carcasses has increased substantially. However, some vets and cow owners are still reluctant to use meloxicam. Use of several other drugs with unknown effects on vultures has increased.  Meloxicam remains the only NSAID to have been established as safe to vultures through rigorous testing.
Advice from veterinary and pharmaceutical experts is that it would be very valuable now to identify another vulture-safe drug that is cheap and effective in cattle so as to speed up the removal of diclofenac and other potentially toxic drugs.
This is especially urgent now because of a successful captive breeding programme in India.   All three endangered Gyps vulture species have been bred successfully in captivity and there are now enough young being produced annually that the first releases back to the wild are expected within two years.

One way in which we can speed up the identification of vulture-safe alternative drugs is to make use of the experience of people who keep birds of prey in captivity, or who work in the rehabilitation field.  YOU CAN HELP BY SHARING YOUR EXPERIENCE OF THE USE OF NSAIDs AND OTHER ANTI-INFLAMMATORY DRUGS ON ANY SCAVENGING SPECIES. Please fill in the following questionnaire and e-mail it to Jemima Parry-Jones at jpj@icbp.org or post it to Jemima Parry-Jones, The International Centre for Birds of Prey, Newent, Gloucestershire GL18 1JJ, UK.  Given the urgency of situation, and potential releases pending, we would greatly appreciate your response as soon as possible.  Please pass this questionnaire to others with experience of this topic if they have not heard about our survey.






The results will be summarised and made available to all participants in the survey. Contributors will not be identified without their permission, but their contribution will be appropriately acknowledged.  Survey results will be used in the search for safe alternatives to diclofenac and will be shared with agencies involved in conservation action for vultures.

If you have used any non-steroidal or other anti-inflammatory drugs on any species of raptor or other scavenging birds could you please let us know the following:

· The species treated (particularly vultures but not exclusively so).
ANSWER:

· The NSAID or other anti-inflammatory drug used (examples Aspirin, Diclofenac, Carprofen, Eltenac, Etodolac, Flunixin, Ibuprofen, Ketoralac, Lysine aspirin Meclofenamic acid, Metacam,  Meloxicam, Metamizole sodium, Naproxen, Nabumetone, Nimesulide, Fenoprofen, Ketoprofen, Celecoxib, Indomethacin, Oxaprozin, Paracetamol, Phenylbutazone, Sulindac, Sodium salicylate, Tolmetin, Tolfenamic acid, Rofecoxib, Vedaprofen).  Please give the veterinary product name as well as the active agent. If possible please list all active ingredients and percentages if there are more than one and give the manufacturer, distributor (if different) and country of origin of the product. You could take a photo of the information and attach to an email with the questionaire
ANSWER:

· The method of administration (e.g. oral drench, oral bolus, injectable), number and frequency of doses. Number of days treated. 

ANSWER:

· The dose level.  Please give the amount given per dose in milligrams of active ingredient and preferably also as milligrams per kilogram of bird’s body weight.

ANSWER

· The condition for which the drug was used.

ANSWER:

· The clinical outcome.  This need not be detailed in terms of efficacy for the condition being treated.  We mainly want to know about mortality and morbidity associated with NSAIDs and other anti-inflammatory drugs.  Did any birds die soon after treatment? If so, it would be very useful to have as much information as possible on the circumstances and post-mortem findings. HOWEVER, IT IS JUST AS IMPORTANT THAT WE HEAR ABOUT CASES WHERE NSAIDS WERE USED ON VULTURES OR OTHER RAPTORS OR SCAVENGING BIRDS AND THERE WERE NO ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES. For example we regularly use Metacam (meloxicam) on all our birds if they require an NSAID, incuding our Eurasian Griffon Vultures, with no known ill effects

ANSWER:

Answers in the form of copies of reports are fine.

Please send us details of the treatment and outcomes for individual birds wherever possible.  However, if you use NSAIDs or other anti-inflammatory drugs regularly and sending full details is difficult, please send a summary. 

This is a very important request and could mean a great deal not only to South Asian Gyps vultures, but other Gyps in other ranges where the same problem could arise.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Remember – contact email is jpj@icbp.org or snail mail to The International Centre for Birds of Prey, Newent, Gloucestershire GL18 1JJ, United Kingdom.

Please treat this request as Urgent.

Thank you.
 VERY MUCH!
